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President’s Message 
       December 2021

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members
 
Thank you to all who attended the NCWWA AGM 
held recently at the CWA Rooms in West Perth. 
The NCWWA Executive remains the same for the 
2022 year. It was also terrific to hear from a new 
NCWWA member Megan Del Borrello as the 
guest speaker at the meeting. Megan is the 
founder of 'Behind the Brands' which is an 
educational media platform and community for 
female founders building high growth 
businesses.   

 
I recently stood 
down as NCWA 
President after 
completing my 
three years as 
President. Due to 
the COVID-19 
pandemic it has 

been a challenging 
three years. My huge disappointment is that a 
Mid-Term nor Triennial Conference was able to 
be held. I am hoping that the Triennial 
Conference planned for early 2022 will be able to 
go ahead.   I do hope that all Australian States 
and the ACT remove permanently all border 
entry restrictions- after all we are all Australians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During my three years the NCWA 
Board has also changed 
considerably with changes in a 
number of Constituent Council 
Presidents. Like any volunteer 
organisation the strength of it is 
its people with some Constituent Council 
Presidents giving and participating more than 
others. As an advocacy organisation it is my view 
that over the last three years NCWA has been 
very successful with a significant number of 
submissions to both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate Committees of 
Inquiry and submissions on Legislation. I have 
been invited to appear before a number of 
Committees and participate in a number of 
roundtables. 

 

Submissions made in the last three years include: 
• Aged Care Quality and Safety Royal 

Commission 

• VET Review 

• Australian Government Priority settings  
for CSW 

• National Inquiry into Sexual Harassment in 
Australia Workplaces 

• Social Security (Administration) 
Amendment Income Management and 
Cashless Welfare Bill 2019 
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• Newstart Inquiry 

• Australia's Family Law System Inquiry 

• Retirement Income Inquiry 

• Paid Parental Leave Amendment 
(Flexibility Measures) Bill 2020 

• Federal Budget 2020, Additional Budget 
Submission 2020 and Federal Budget 
Submission 2021 

• Homelessness in Australia Inquiry 

• Litigation Funders Inquiry 

• Human Rights of Women and Girls in the 
Pacific Inquiry 

• Temporary Migration Inquiry 

• Family Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Inquiry 

• Development of the National Preventive 
Health Strategy 

• Security Administration (Continuation of 
the Cashless Welfare) Bill 2020 

• Social Services Legislation Amendment 
(Strengthening Income Support) Bill 2021 

• Adult Literacy Inquiry 

• Aged Care Legislation Amendment 
(Financial Transparency) Bill 2020 

• Family Law Amendment (Federal Family 
Violence Orders) Bill 2021 

• Social Services Legislation Amendment 
(Consistent Waiting Periods for New 
Migrants) Bill 2021 

• Inquiry into the Corporations 
Amendment (Improving Outcomes for 
Litigation Funding Participants) Bill 2021 

 

The list above is not a complete list but more a 
sample of the range of work undertaken. As well 
I have written many, many letters to Ministers 
on a range of health, housing and women's 
economic security and safety issues. I am very 
proud of the changes made to Superannuation 
(on small balances, insurance and the removal of 
the superannuation guarantee threshold) cancer 
drugs and other medications placed on the PBS, 
housing initiatives to name but a few. NCWA 
advocated very strongly on a range of these 
issues and obtained change. There is however 
much work still to be done. 
 

I was invited after a competitive application 
process to be one of the two community  
organisation delegates to be a member of the  
 
 

 
Australian delegation to CSW in New York for 
two weeks in 2019. While members from NCWA 
have attended CSW over the years this was the 
first time in a very long time that the NCWA 
President was a member of the official Australian 
delegation.  The experience was terrific and as 
such I was able to make a contribution to the 
final communique. I also had the opportunity to 
attend a number of the side events -not only 
those from Australian organisations including 
Champions of Change- some much better than 
others. I was also invited to be a panel member 
at a United Kingdom side event. 

In Western 
Australia 
NCWWA 
remains 
involved with 
the Western 
Australian 
Women's 
Hall of Fame 
and has a 
large cross -
section of 

women's 
organisations as members. The strength of the 
organisation is only as good as its members.  
NCWWA must continue to grow and a 
membership drive will be undertaken in the first 
half of 2022. If anyone can recommend a 
potential member organisations please let me 
know. 
 

Congratulations to Laura Ives Hicks who is the 
recipient of the 2021 Presidents Award.  Laura is 
a member of the NCWWA Executive and has 
made a great contribution to NCWWA in 2021. 
Along with myself Laura also remains a member 
of the NCWA 2022 Triennial Conference 
Committee. 
 

At the NCWWA AGM two new Life Members 
were announced. Congratulations to Merrill Cole 
and Dawn Butterworth. More details of the 
contribution both ladies have made to NCWWA 
are included in the newsletter. 
 

Merry Christmas to you all and best wishes for a 
safe and restful New Year break. 
 

Robyn Nolan 
President NCWWA 
 

2. 



 
 

NCWWA Life Members December 2021 
 

Dr Dawn Butterworth AO 
 
Dawn joined NCWWA in 2004 following her retirement as Senior Lecturer and 
Head of the Department of Early Childhood at Edith Cowan University. With 
NCWWA, Dawn served terms as Vice President, Co-ordinator of Standing 
Committees and Advisor for Education, as well as International, National and 
State Advisor for Child and Family. In addition, she represented NCWWA as a 
delegate to triennial conferences in Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane and 
Canberra and International Council of Women Conferences in Kiev, 
Johannesburg and Republic of Korea.  
 
Passionate about empowering all women, Dawn was elected President of NCWWA, serving from 2009-
2013 when she supplemented all the traditional activities of NCWWA with seminars on Food Labelling; 
GM Crops; Children and Violence, Children’s Concerns  and  Child Slavery, as well as organising outings  
for senior members to places such as Araluen. 
 
Dawn was an inaugural member and patron of the WA UN Women’s Centenary International Women’s 
Day Committee, helping to choose the inductees to the WA Women’s Hall of Fame and to plan the 
presentation ceremony, as well as subsequent International Women’s Day breakfasts and presentation 
ceremonies. In 2011, she represented NCWWA at CHOGM and provided a learning journey on the 
Popondetta Project to visiting dignitaries.  
 
In 2016, Dawn was invested as an Officer in the Order of Australia “for distinguished service to early 
childhood education, to learning programs for Indigenous youth, as an advocate for the health and  
well-being of children, and to women.” 
 

Merrill Cole 
 

Merrill is by profession a Registered Nurse with over 30 years experience. She also 
has a long involvement as a community volunteer and received the twenty five 
year Service Award from Girl Guides WA, initially joining Girl Guides as Applecross 
Guide Leader when her daughters joined the local Girl Guide group. Merrill was 
State PR Officer for Girl Guides WA, then appointed the Australian PR Adviser to 
the National Girl Guides Australia board. Merrill has an Honorary Australian 
Associate membership of Girl Guides Australia. 
 
When Merrill retired, she was invited by her long time colleague and friend Paddy Firstenberg to join 
National Council of Women WA to produce its Newsletter. Merrill has been producing the newsletter 
now for nearly nine years. 
 
Over the last three years Merrill was also Vice President of NCW Australia alongside President Robyn 
Nolan. She says it has been an inspiration to be part of the approval process for many, many 
submissions sent to the Federal Government during that period. 
 
Merrill is a long-time member of her local church and has held a number of volunteer positions 
including being on the Parish Council and the Management Committee. 
 

Merrill is married to John, has three daughters eight grandchildren and one great grandchild.  
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City of Vincent 
      Hero Volunteer 

          

                           Marie Slyth 
 
 
       Marie is a member of NCWWA  
                Congratulations Marie. 
 
Having grown up in the neighbourhood, West Perth resident Marie Slyth is a passionate advocate for 
restoring character and charm in Vincent. 
 
Marie has been a driving force behind the City of Vincent’s Character Areas and Heritage Areas  
policy – a community driven process which involves residents nominating their street as a character 
street. 
 
‘Character streets preserve Vincent’s charm and set guidelines to ensure future development is 
sensitive and respectful to the character ot the neighbourhood,’ Marie said. 
 
Marie has lived at her gorgeous character home on Carr Street for 20 years which is around  the corner 
from her beloved childhood home on Strathcona Street. 
 
‘I just love the look and feel of our local character homes, they are so warming and welcoming and 
provide a sense of belonging to those who have grown up here,’ she said. 
 
‘It’s so important we protect this slice of history and hold onto these beautiful homes for our future 
generations.’ 
 
Marie said it was while working in Sydeny that her passion for local governement was sparked. 
 
‘In Sydney I became involved in the local ratepayer precinct groups and found it highly rewarding 
standing up for residents,’ she said. 
 
‘When I returned to Perth in 1994 I took great interest in what was happening in my local area and  
I was actually the first ratepayer to speak at Vincent Council’s first council meeting back in 1995.’ 
 
‘I’m a firm believer that as ratepayers our voices can be heard and both developers and Councils value 
our input.’ 
 
’26 years later and my efforts to save our precious few heritage/character streets goes on.’ 
 
‘I’m quite well known in the area with many people in Cleaver Precinct stopping by my front gate  
to say hi, though sometimes this gets a bit over the top. It does retain the sense of community our 
Precinct group has been responsible for over the years’. 
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WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME 
 

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame was first established in 2011 in 
recognition of the Centenary of International Women’s Day, held 
annually on 8 March. The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to acknowledge 
and celebrate the enormous contributions and achievements women 
have made to Western Australia’s community, history, and culture.  
  
This acknowledgement and celebration happens through an annual 
process by which a selected number of women are inducted to the 
WAWHOF. There are two parts to the annual campaign. The first is the 
call for nominations, then the Ceremony, which is held approximately 
three months later.    

 
Nominations are now open for 2022 and close 4 February 2022. 
  
This year’s inductees will be selected from one of eight categories: STEM, encompassing the areas of 
science; technology, engineering, and mathematics, Business, Community, which acknowledges the  
work done by women to help improve the lives of other individuals and groups, Health, Education, 
Culture which recognizes the work and achievements of women in strengthening and supporting,  
the beliefs, objectives and key messages of their culture, Arts, and Sport.  Nominations will also be 
considered for the ‘Roll of Honour’, to be inducted posthumously. 
  
The nomination form will be available to download from WAWHOF website. 
If you have any questions, please email wawomenshof@gmail.com 
 
  

NCWA TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
 

 
A new date has been obtained for the NCWA Triennial 
Conference and Reception at Government House. 
The new date is Thursday 31 March 2022 and  
Friday 1 April 2022. 
  
The Triennial Conference will still be held at the QT 
Canberra. A number of guest speakers have confirmed for 
the new date  
of the Conference next year. Panel sessions will also be a 

component of the Conference. 
Speakers include: 
Senator the Hon Anne Ruston, Minister for Families and Social Services; Minister for Women’s Safety 
Senator the Hon Amanda Stoker, Assistant Minister for Women 
Sharon Claydon MP, Member for Newcastle 
Louise Marcus, Board Chair Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
Michael Fotheringham MD AHURI 
  
A Reception will be held on the Thursday evening at Government House hosted by the NCWA Patron  
Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley 
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STEM BURSARY 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2022 
 

Applications are open for the NCWWA 2022 STEM Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student 
studying a STEM course in Western Australia at a year 12, TAFE or University level.  
Applicants must be Australian Citizens.  
 

The Bursary will be awarded again in 2022.  
 

Applications close 12 noon Friday 11 March 2022 
 

Each applicant must complete the NCWWA STEM Bursary application form and address the criteria:  

• academic excellence  

• financial need  

• study in a non-traditional area for women  

• how studies will benefit women, families and the wider community  
 

Please promote the NCWWA STEM Bursary to all who may be eligible to apply.  
 

Application forms are included at the back of this NCWWA Newsletter. 

 

NCWWA AGM 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Date of the NCWWA General Meeting 
To be advised 

CWA Rooms 1176 Hay St West Perth 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL of WOMEN WA Inc. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & 

MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2022 
 

CLOSING DATE:  12 NOON on Friday 11 March 2022 
 

Applications are called for the 2022 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics  

(STEM) Bursary available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western Australia  

at a Year 12, TAFE or University level. Applicants must be Australian Citizens. 

One Bursary will be awarded. 

 

The cash amount of: 

• $1,200.00 will be presented to the successful applicant. 

 

And may be used to support further study: 

• Course fees including summer school courses 

• Study aids/text books 

• Attendance at seminars and/or conferences 

• Other – Please outline 

 

Complimentary membership of NCWWA will be provided to the Bursary winner for one year. 

 

The Bursary winner will be announced April 2022. 

Applicants will be notified of the results by email after that date. 

The decision of the award panel will be final. 

The Bursary Recipient is required to report to NCWWA on how the bursary has assisted  

their study. 

 

The National Council of Women WA is a voluntary organisation formed in 1911 to advance  

the cause of women and the welfare of society.  In awarding this Bursary, NCWWA aims to: 

• Recognise academic excellence 

• Address financial need 

• Encourage study in areas non-traditional for women 

• Recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women, families and the wider  

      community. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN WA Inc. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS BURSARY 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name of Student: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 

 

Nominator: _________________________________Position: _______________________ 

 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 
 

(Note: The Nominator may be a teacher, lecturer, family member, NGO Organisation) 

 

Study Institution in 2021: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Course/Level: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Proposed Study Institution/Course of Study in 2022: ______________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Bursary will be used to finance:  Please tick: 

 

          Course fees         Study Aids           Conference/Seminar Attendance       Other 
 

 

Reason for Application: Add extra pages as needed.  Nominators are required to address the  

selection criteria of: 
 

• Academic Excellence 

• Financial Need 

• Study in a non-traditional area for women 

• How studies will benefit women, families and the wider community 

Application must be accompanied by a current Curriculum Vitae. 
 

(Supporting documentation including 2 referees and academic results, including 

 2021 results is also required). 
 

Completed form and CV should be sent to: 
 

Bursary Panel 

National Council of Women WA 

P.O. Box 6224 

East Perth WA 6892 
 

Closing date for applications:  12 Noon on Friday 11 March 2022 

For further information: Contact:  Robyn Nolan, NCWWA President  

       Mobile 0417 917 294 

       Email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au  
 

C 


